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STATE OF MONTANA

Dean H. Costlow
610 Dakota Avenue
Libby, Montana 59923

Dear Mr. Costlow,

June 24, 2004

I am writing in response to your letter of June 18, 2004 when you expressed a concern
about asbestos exposure for you and your family. I have also read the letter that you
wrote to the Western News in October of last year. There is no doubt that if you had
continued to expose yourself and your family to the vermiculite there is the potential for
harm. However, since the vermiculite was identified early and you have ended the
exposure the risk for you or your family is most likely very small to non-existent.
Although there are no guarantees in life and no one can say for certain that the risk to you
and your family is zero, based on the information that you have provided me, it is my
medical opinion that you and your family can get on with your life and put this behind
you. I must say however that it is still important to be sure that you and your family do
not expose yourselves to the vermiculite on your property. I want to encourage you to
seal off access to the contaminated soil so that your child and others do not have contact
with it until it can be removed. If you have further questions please do not hesitate to
contact me.

Sincerely,

Michael R. Spence, MD, MPH
Chief Medical Officer

"An Equal Opportunity Employer"
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August 16,2004

Mr. Dean Costlow
610 Dakota
Libby, MT 59923-2246

Dear Dean: _ . _ . . . - - . . - . _ _ _ - . _ - _

Thank you for contacting me and sharing your experience with exposure to asbestos in
Libby. I appreciate hearing from you on this very important matter.

Dean, I read the letter to the editor your submitted to your local paper, and have contacted
the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) on your behalf. For real estate sales, disclosure is
the responsibility of the seller. The EPA works closely with area realtors to provide sampling
results and cleanup status if it is requested. The EPA has also screened approximately 3500
properties in Libby, and these results are available to homeowners, but individual results were
not sent to homeowners. If you would like more information, I recommend you contact Jim
Christiansen with the EPA to determine the best course of action for you and your family. He
may be reached via email at christiansen.jim@epa.gov or by phone at (303) 312-6748.

Thank you for sharing your concerns with me, and I encourage you to contact me again
about this or any other issue.

Sincerely,

Conrad
United States Senator
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